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My hair hasn’t been this short since 1992 – the year I started graduate school. 

What drew me to sociology then (and now) was a quest for understanding  inter-
sections between the body, medicine, social control, gender, and sexuality. At first 
I was interested in the diversity of women’s experiences with menopause – as wise 
crones who had “power surges” versus those women who were debilitated by “the 
change” and sought out hormone replacement therapy to smooth out the rough 
edges.

In this present tense, as I begin my chairship of the ASA’s Section on the Body 
and Embodiment, my own body is front and center in my daily life. You see, after 
putting in eight arduous years of physical therapy with an invisible chronic illness 
known as degenerative disc disease, this medical sociologist is headed for cervical 
spine surgery before the end of the month. I decided to cut my hair to make post-
operative hygiene and the wearing of my Miami J collar easier. (Think of the Miami 
J as a tall, hard, immobilizing neck brace that I will wear round the clock for at least 
six weeks.)

Back in 1992 my short haircut and I were introduced to Donna Haraway and her 
Cyborg Manifesto (1985) in a class at UC San Francisco taught by a pretenured 
Adele Clarke and her TA, doctoral student Monica Casper. Now Adele Clarke is 
retired, Monica Casper is Past-Chair of the ASA’s Section on the Sociology of   
Science and Technology Studies and I am preparing to become my own cyborg of 
sorts complete with titanium parts (see Mobi-C Cervical Disc). 

As a seasoned medical researcher and consumer I know that when facing surgery 
you’re supposed to ask your surgeon how many times they perform your specific 
kind of surgery each year to get a sense of how experienced they are with it. This 
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Mobi-C Cervical Disc technology is so new (and please don’t call me “Moby Dick”, 
although “Moby Disc” is fine), that there are no longitudinal studies beyond ten 
years of follow up. Moreover, there is a complete dearth of data regarding the “skip 
level” procedure my neurosurgeon is going to perform on me. 

So, exactly how many times has he performed this surgery? Zero. The same goes 
for his highly qualified neurosurgical colleagues at the Mayo Clinic and through-
out the Twin Cities. We are charting new territory here and this time I am the case 
study rather than the researcher.

Being a patient and letting my body lead is a change and a challenge for me. I am 
tossing over the reins and a roll of duct tape to my surgeon, who is aptly named 
McIver (pronounced MacGyver, like the TV show action hero known for his                 
intellect and ability to solve any problem with household tools such as a pocket 
knife and a roll of duct tape). 

Wish me luck and I’ll see you on the other side when I report back as a bionic 
woman.
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